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THE VILLAGE OF BERKASOVO,
SID MUNICIPALITY, FEDERAL PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA
(REPUBLIC OF SERBIA) 1955.
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ANGELINA VRKATIC IS
WORKING IN THE FIELD.
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. How did the helmet -
oet into Grannyfs




A YEAR LATER, ANGELINA

- CHEESSYM  THIS IS A SMALL BENEFIT

ENCOURAGED HERSELF TO HM, IT IS JUST A THIN FOR YOU, BUT A BIG
DIG UP SOMETHING SHE HOW MUCH GILDING. WITH ONE GRAM YOU ONE FOR THE MUSEUM.
PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT ISIT WORTH? CAN GILD A WHOLE HORSE..

WAS A BOMB.

SHE TOLD ME THAT WHILE SHE WAS ..BUT IN FACT, SHE FOUND g =

WORKING IN THE CORN FIELD, SHE THE GOLDEN HELMETS! | v\
SUDDENLY HIT A METAL OBJECT FOR -
WHICH SHE THOUGHT WAS A BOMB.
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| > ' TLL COME WITH SANDOR

TO SEE WHAT IS IT

ALL ABOUT AS SOON

B
# AS I FIND A RIDE.

DR NADA ACIMOVIC

CURATORS ARRIVED
IN BERKASOVO. =

CONTEXT! WE NEED TO

DISCOVER THE CONTEXT
OF THESE FINDS!




THE ARCHAEOLOGISTS MIRJANA MARIJANSKI
MANOJLOVIC AND SANDOR NAD ARE EXCAVATING.

ety T - <5 N A Ii
38 (AT TN R LV

A . A
e

WE FOUND
A BURIED TREASURE!

DID THESE OBJECTS
BELONG TO AN OFFICER WHO
DIED IN A BATTLE?

WERE THEY
SOMEONE'S
PREY?

IN ROMAN TIMES,
SOMEONE BURIED...

b\ L/ |
..TWO GILDED HELMETS... ..TWO PAIRS OF HORSE SNAFFLES... .SILVER BELT ORNAMENTS.




"~ OCTOBER TH B
314 OR 316 AD

THE ARMIES OF LICINUS AND
CONSTANTINE I FOUGHT EACH
OTHER BETWEEN THE RIVERS
4 OF SAVA AND DANUBE, NEAR
- CIBALAE (PRESENT-DAY VINKOVCI).

THERE WERE 35,000 \J 50
SOLDIERS UNDER THE COMMAND } ;. AV
OF LICINIUS, WHILE TRl

1’:;'

CONSTANTINE HAD ONLY 20, 000 *ﬁ

THE BLOODY BATTLE °
LASTED ALMOST A DAY.
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IT ENDED LATE THAT
NIGHT WHEN CONSTANTINE
LED THE CAVALRY...

i a® D s

- _AND BROKE THE ENEMY'S
CONSTANTINVS AVG DEFENCE ON THE RIGHT WING.
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S~ NEARLY 20,000 OF

- LICINIUS' SOLDIERS ®
HAVE FALLEN.

THE SURVIVORS WERE FORCED TO
RETREAT TOWARDS SIRMIUM UNDER
THE LICINIUS' LEADERSHIP.




" From Rivets to a Helmet
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The St ij of the Helmet frc

THE BORDER BETWEEN TWO

‘*;,;,-i' DISTRICTS IN SREM, 17 KM

. FROM SREMSKA MITROVICA. :
7 3 4

HRTKOVCT AND JARAK
SPRING 2005.

TH\QII;IIIEE;%QE ':ﬂﬁ';ﬁl p HE HAD NO IDEA THAT THIS WAS AN
e BT R OBJECT WHICH HAD BEEN WAITING
FOR 17 CENTURIES TO BE DISCOVERED.

WHAT IS THIS? THESE
FIELDS ARE FULL OF

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS.

FORTUNATELY,
TREASURE HUNTERS

DIDN'T GET THIS!
=1 _

WHEREVER YOU STICK
A SPADE, YOU CAN FIND
SOMETHING FROM
THE PAST.




WHAT WAS ITS PURPOSE? ..AND TAKE

I WILLGLUEIT TO IT TO THE ..10 SEE WHAT THE‘
A CARDBOARD... MUSEUM... CURATORS WILL SAY!

S THE ORNAMENTS ARE
B X THE SAME AS THE
ONES FROM THE

MIROSLIAV, BERKASOVO HELMETS -UNBELIEVABLEI
LOOK! - -

INTERESTING. I HAVE
NO IDEA WHAT THAT IS.

!:-

I WONDER IF WELL BE | M4 T WILL CALL THE
$ ABLE TO RECONSTRUCT IT. o SONSERVATORS

THAT WOULD BE & W MUSEUM IN BELGRADE! V¢ N

WE WILL HAVE TO WORK ON THIS
FORTHE WHOLE YEAR. WE CAN ONLY
HOPE THAT IT IS PRESERVED ENOUGH

FOR GOODNESS SAKE, .
WHAT DID HE DO? . ._ TO BE RECONSTRUCTED.

\ . o MILAN COLOVIC

\
y
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FIRST, WE NEED TO TAKE
EVERYTHING OFF THIS AWFUL
CARDBOARD AND CLEAN AND
CONSERVE EVERY THING.

A GREAT WORK HAS BEGUN: PIECES OF
THE HELMET ARE CLEANED, PRESERVED
AND STRAIGHTENED WITH AGATE TOOLS.
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THE RECONSTRUCTION PROCESS
REQUIRED A SPECIAL APPROACH

HOW LUCKY WE ARE! 80%
| AND A SCULPTING SKILL.

OF THE HELMET IS
PRESERVED AND WE CAN
RECONSTRUCTIT.
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UH, THAT'LL BE TIRING... a
A HUNDRED-PIECE PUZZLE! |

7 .

THE SECOND HELMET FROM

BERKASOVO SERVED AS A MODEL
FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF

THE JARAK HELMET.

WAS BROUGHT TO THE MUSEUM OF
VOJVODINA AND NOW ADORNS ITS |
PERMANENT EXHIBITION.

|

AFTER A YEAR OF CONSERVATION N <
AND RESTORATION, THE HELMET J

THIS IS THE ONLY MUSEUM
IN THE WORLD WITH SUCH
THREE GILDED ROMAN HELMETi.-




WHO COULD HAVE WORN
THE GILDED HELMETS?

VITEEC U
DIZZON WAS A HIGH-
RANKING OFFICER OF GREEK
| OR THRACIAN ORIGIN,
" | FOR WHOM THE EMPEROR
" HELMET FOR HIS SPECIAL
| MILITARY MERITS.
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i;:"..u HAD MADE A MAGNIFICENT \§

THE BERKASOVO HELMET BEARS AN ,
INSCRIPTION IN GREEK: DIZZON, WEAR IT

IN GOOD HEALTH - THE WORK

OF AVITUS.
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ONE SUCH HELMET MUST HAVE

BEEN THE PRIVILEGE OF AN
IMPORTANT FIGURE, RULER
OR A PRINCE.

IT COULD ALSO HAVE BEEN THE GIFT
OF THE COURT TO SOME BARBARIC DIGNITARY
FOR HIS LOYALTY. AT THAT TIME, THE ROMAN
ARMY WAS INCREASINGLY BARBARIZING,
AND EVEN PROMINENT BARBARIC
PERSONS WERE OCCUPYING HIGH POSITIONS.
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LICINIUS
(308-324)

FLAVIUS GALERIUS VALERIUS
LICINIANUS LICINIUS

FROM A DACIAN SOLDIER, HE ROSE TO A DISTINGUISHED ROMAN
OFFICER. IN 307 GALERIUS NAMED HIM FOR THE CO-RULER, GAVE

HIM THE COMMAND OF THE ILLYRIAN PROVINCES AND THE TITLE
OF AUGUSTUS. AFTER THE DEATH OF GALERIUS IN 313 AND AFTER

DEFEATING HIS OPPONENT MAXIMINUS DAIA, LICINIUS BECAME
THE SOLE RULER IN THE EAST.

CONSTANTINE
THE GREAT

(272-337)

FLAVIUS VALERIUS AURELIUS
CONSTANTINUS AUGUSTUS

..WAS A ROMAN EMPEROR WHO RULED BETWEEN 306 AND 337 AD.
HE MADE TWO IMPORTANT DECISIONS THAT CHANGED THE
COURSE OF EUROPEAN HISTORY. HE PUT AN END TO THE
PERSECUTION OF THE CHRISTIANS AND EVEN CONVERTED TO
THEIR RELIGION, SECURING THE CHRISTIANITY AS THE LEADING
MONOTHEISTIC RELIGION (WHICH IS STILL TODAY). HE HAS ALSO
FOUNDED THE CITY (WHICH WILL RECEIVE THE EPITHET OF NEW
ROME) - CONSTANTINOPLE, ENSURING THE SURVIVAL OF THE

EMPIRE IN THE EAST LONG AFTER THE FALL OF ROME AND THE
WESTERN PROVINCES IN THE 5™ CENTURY.
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